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To all parents and players currently involved with AJAC Pioneer Valley Travel Teams:
Over the past several months there have been numerous discussions regarding a new travel league in the area, Roots Soccer League (RSL).  Roots is a facility being built in Westfield, MA that will be a state of the art soccer complex. The facility will also be launching a new town travel league for soccer communities in Western Mass. 
Many of you have already heard the rumors that several PVJSL towns will be joining this new league. Our soccer board has weighed the pros and cons of the league and, at this time, our decision is to continue to be primarily involved with PVJSL for the time being. RSL is not sanctioned by MYSA (Mass Youth Soccer Association) and none of the clubs joining RSL will be eligible for the MTOC (Massachusetts Tournament of Champions), the competitive goal of all town/club teams. 
That being said, we have also decided to pilot 2-3 teams (which have already been identified) so that we can better understand how the new league will develop while operating. We felt it was too risky to “put all our eggs in one basket” and rather observe from experience rather than make assumptions and give us the opportunity to make the best decision for the club as a whole. As we all know from past experience “the grass isn’t always greener on the other side”. 
Also, PVJSL has also made some important changes for the Fall season that we want to communicate:
· Reduced the # of games to 9 in the Fall and 7 in the Spring
· Games will mainly be played on Saturday’s.
· This was voted unanimously at the last PVJSL Executive council meeting as many towns shared concerns about having adequate # of players due to other commitments (Premier clubs and other sports). Furthermore, this is the same format as RSL since both leagues recognize that more and more kids play Premier/Maple on Sunday’s as well as other sports.
· U8-U11 will now be 9v9
· This is an addition of 1 player for U8-U10 
· Reduction of 2 players for U11 and also reduction in field size.
The climate of soccer today is that many kids play Premier soccer in addition to participating with their local Town/Club team.  It’s a part of soccer that was much less prevalent years back, but in today’s culture, it is here to stay and the numbers have grown.  AJAC believe very strongly in our town programs.  Many of our players that have gone on to successful college careers learned many of their  core values such as, dedication, discipline, hard work, team work and unity from their AJAC teams. When the two programs (town club and premier) co-exist together, it can be a great time for the kids, both socially and with soccer development as an individual.
In all honesty, the more kids we can get playing at a high Premier level, and stay in the AJAC program, the better the City of Chicopee will be going forward not only in the sport of soccer, but with the kind of citizens we all hope our children develop into as adults. We want to encourage players to play Premier soccer, challenge themselves to be better, and then come back to their AJAC teams and then in turn help instill that culture with their teammates at the club and make them better. 



A handful of individuals have dedicated countless hours of their time to rebuild our AJAC program in the last couple of years and Chicopee Soccer is slowly returning to the Soccer Town it was for so many years. The soccer program in the city will rival any other core sport as a whole. The numbers are up, coaches are getting better, and we have excellent volunteers that put kids and development first, again not only as soccer players, but as people we can all be proud of in the days ahead. That said, we could always use additional hands as our numbers increase. So if you’ve even had interest in coaching (regardless of your expertise level) please let us know. We’ll get you all the tools and support you need to become successful. 
Thank You to all the AJAC coaches and board members for all the support.  
“It’s all about the Kids” 
Sincerely, 
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