Mission: 
The Brookside philosophy of Youth Sports 
 Brookside builds strong kids, strong families and strong communities by fostering a love for soccer at an affordable cost.  Skill development and healthy lifestyles are emphasized along with values of caring, honesty, respect, and responsibility. Brookside stresses fun and skills over winning and competition, in a safe, supportive and healthy environment. We encourage parental participation by offering support volunteers, collaborating with the city and schools, and building strong relationships throughout the community.  Our goal is to create a safe place to play, grow, and have fun for all. 

Everyone Plays. We do not use tryouts to select the best players, nor do we cut kids from our teams. Everyone who registers is assigned to a team, as long as we have an age appropriate team with a spot. During the season our coaches strive to ensure equal practice time and playing time for all players. For this philosophy to be successful, parent cooperation is required; players are expected to attend practice as well as games.  It is not fair for the children who attend practice to have as equal playing time as players who do not attend practice. Practice is where children learn to be a team. 
Safety First. We ask you to make sure your child has the proper equipment and support the teaching of skills that are appropriate for children’s developmental level. We ask you to develop your players’ fitness levels gradually and age appropriately so they are conditioned for the sport. And we ask you to constantly supervise young players to prevent any unsafe activities. 
Fair Play. Fair play is about playing by the rules – and more. It’s about you and your players showing respect for all who are involved. It’s about your being a role model of good sportsmanship and guiding your players to do the same. Remember, we’re more interested in developing children’s character through sport than in developing a few highly skilled players. 
Positive Competition. We believe competition is a positive process when the pursuit of victory is kept in the right perspective. The right perspective is when adults make decisions that put the best interests of the children above winning the contest. Learning to compete is important for children, and learning to cooperate in a competitive world is an essential lesson of life. 
Family Involvement. Brookside encourages parents to be involved appropriately along with their child’s participation in our sport programs. In addition to parents being helpful as volunteer coaches, assistants, and managers, we encourage them to be at practices and games to support their child’s participation.  It does make a world of difference to the players, organization and leagues to have positive and supportive families in involved. 
Sport for All.  Brookside supports an inclusive sport program. That means that children who differ in various characteristics are to be included rather than excluded from participation.  We offer programs to all children regardless of their race, gender, religious creek, or ability. We ask our adult leaders to encourage and appreciate the diversity of children in our society and to encourage the children and their parents to do the same. 
Sport for Fun. Sports are naturally fun for most children. They love the challenge of mastering the skills of the game, of playing with their friends, and of competing with their peers. Sometimes when adults become involved in children’s sport, they over organize and dominate the activity to the point of destroying children’s enjoyment of the sport. If we take the fun out of sport, we are in danger of our children taking themselves out of sport. Remember that these sports are for the kids; let them have fun.

Coaches and Volunteers Brookside teams are entirely run by volunteers. Without the volunteer coaches, assistant coaches and team parents the teams cannot be successful. Volunteer coaches are usually parents or family members who volunteer their time, and adults or teens from community groups and schools. They are generously donating their time and effort to the children on the teams.  Be understanding of unexpected events in their lives that may require schedule adjustments and more parent involvement.
- Background Checks: All volunteers must submit to a CORI check
- What if there is no Coach: We do everything we can to find a coach before the first game. All parents on the roster are emailed to ask for help. If no coach is found before the first practice then Brookside will have a board member run the first practice. If no coach is found by the first game the team will be disbanded. 
- Team Parent: Coaches may need help with calling players, organizing practices or supervising players on the sidelines. If you are interested in becoming a team parent, please contact us. All team parents go through the same background checks as coaches. 

Practices and Games 
1. Coaches will choose a practice time and location with the help of the board. Practice times are usually between 5pm-7pm but are set at the convenience of the coach. 
2. Parents must check their child in with the coach at each practice and game. Please do not just drop your child off. 
3. If a player continuously misses practices without notifying the coach, the coach has the ability to restrict the player’s playing time the next game. 
4. Full game schedules will be available to the coach shortly before the season.  The league generates the schedule.  The coach has no say in game days, fields or times.


Field Use Rules 
1. If there are other children present at practice that are not on the team or participating in the practice then they MUST stay with an adult at all times. Failure to follow this policy can result in a player being suspended from practice or game. 
2. All dogs must be leashed and supervised.
3. Please make sure to pick up any trash that may have been left by you or your team. 

Cancellations 
1. Practices: Coaches will determine if practices need to be cancelled. If they are it is their responsibility to notify the team. 
2. Games: If it is necessary to cancel a game. The program director will post a recorded message on the notification line. A make-up game will be scheduled and the coach will be notified.  Makeup games may not be rescheduled for games that are forfeited due to shortage of players or in the event the game is ended early due to behavior issues.  
	Forfeits: the league (not Brookside) issues a fine to each team that forfeits due to shortage of players.  The league can suspend a team for the season due to forfeits.  This means children rostered on that team will not be allowed to play for the season.  Refunds will not be issued!!


Spectator’s Conduct 
 Swearing and/or harassment will NOT be permitted. Spectators shall at no time use signs, gestures, degrading comments toward coaches, players, opposing coaches or players, other spectators, or game referees. 
Penalty – The coach or official may request that the spectator vacate the facility immediately.   Violations may result in the spectator being suspended from future games.

 Safety of Players 
a. Each player must have shin guards at all practices and games.
b. No hair beads, extensions, hard plastic hair accessories including barrettes.  
c. No jewelry should be worn.   This includes earrings for both male and female players.  Rubber or plastic wrist bands are also prohibited. 
d. Be aware of the general health and physical condition of the players. Take these observations into consideration when making decisions concerning athletic participation. 
e. Eliminate all “horse-play”. It can cause accidents. 
f. Any players who will not properly behave themselves and or use abusive language toward coach, official or team players may be restricted from playing until the behavior can be addressed.


While all refs follow the same guidelines, each ref has their own style and experiences.  Please remember that what one ref may not notice, another might.  It’s easier to follow all the safety and conduct rules at all games.








A good rule to follow when dealing with a coach (or parent) is the “24 hour Rule.”   The "24 Hour Rule" which simply states that coaches will not discuss a game or situation until at least 24 hours after the fact. This important rule does two things. First, it moves the discussion away from the presence of the players. Second, it allows all parties to have time to put things in perspective and "cool off", if necessary. 
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BROOKSIDE PARENT’S CODE OF ETHICS
 
• I will encourage good sportsmanship by demonstrating positive support for all players, coaches, and officials at every game, practice, or other youth sports event. 

• I will place the emotional and physical well-being of the children ahead of a personal desire to win. 

• I will support the implementation of character development values, caring, honesty, respect and responsibility. 

• I will support coaches and officials working with my child, in order to encourage a positive and enjoyable experience for all.   

• I will demand a sports environment for my child that is free from drugs, tobacco, and alcohol, and will refrain from their use at all youth sports events. 

• I will remember that the game is for youth – not for adults. 

• I will do the very best to make this soccer experience fun for my child. 

• I will help my child enjoy this soccer experience by doing whatever I can, such as being a respectful fan, assisting with coaching, or making every effort to get my child to practice and games. 

• I will teach my child to treat other players, coaches, fans, officials with respect regardless of race, sex, creed, or ability. 

I hereby pledge to provide positive support, care, and encouragement for my child participating in youth sports by following this Parents’ Code of Ethics. 


______________________________________________ ______________________________ 
Parent/ Guardian Signature            Date				Child’s name 












                BROOKSIDE SOCCER CLUB REGISTRATION FALL 2014
				PO BOX 51153 Indian Orchard MA 01151
						413-732-1880
			To be filled out completely and signed by parent or guardian

Please Print; One form per child.
Player’s Name: _______________________________________Age:___________
Address: ____________________________________City:_______Zip:__________
Phone: __________________ Cell: ____________________ D.O.B.______________
E-mail:____________________________________________ Male: (  ) Female: (  )
Do you have a preferred Brookside Coach/Team? __________________________
		Are you interested in: Coach (  ) Assistant (  ) Helping (  )
Medical Insurance (Company Name) _____________________________________
Are there any medical concerns/conditions the coach and organization should be aware of before the child participates?  If yes, please list________________________________________________

I as the parent/guardian of the above named child, hereby grant my approval for participation in the game of soccer for the Brookside Soccer Club, Inc.  I further state that I assume all risks and hazards incidental to such participation, and I hereby waive, release, absolve and agree to hold harmless the Brookside Soccer Club, Inc., its organizers, sponsors, participants, coaches and other personnel engaged in any activity of the Brookside Soccer Club from any claims arising out of injury or illness to my child.  I also understand that damage or loss of uniforms or equipment may requirement reimbursement to the Brookside Soccer Club, Inc. for the replacement cost of each item.  I understand that upon signing and my child being placed on a team, that all monies paid are nonrefundable.  I agree to pay Brookside a fee of $25.00 for any returned check in the addition to the amount of the check.  I understand that my child may be restricted from playing if the full registration fee is not paid.

Parent/Guardian Name (please print): _________________________________________________
Parent Signature: __________________________________________   Date: __________________
	    No child will be allowed to participate in any capacity unless this form is signed and registration fees are paid

Springfield Youth Soccer League
	Instructional Under 6 (born after August 1 2008): 	$50		____________
   Instructional Under 8 (born after August 1 2006):	$50		____________
   Under 10 	          (born after August 1 2004):	$70		_____________
   Under 12	          (born after August 1 2002):	$70		_____________
Pioneer Valley Junior Soccer League					
    U9 (Aug. 2005) U10 (Aug.2004) U11 (Aug. 2003)
	U12 (Aug. 2002) U13 (Aug. 2001) U14 (Aug. 2000)	$85		_____________	
Pioneer Valley Junior Soccer League (U15 and above)	 $90		____N/A________
Received by________________________________ Date___________________
Cash ______ Check #______       amount received_________ other players on check___________________





Zero Tolerance Consent Form


Date: ____________
Club Name: ________________________


Team Name: ________________________


The undersigned agrees to the terms of the PVJSL Zero
Tolerance Rule, a copy of which is attached hereto.


Players Name (print): _____________________
Players Name (sign):  _____________________


Parents Name (print): _____________________
Parents Name (sign):  _____________________


Parents Name (print): _____________________
Parents Name (sign):  _____________________




Top 10 Rules of Expected Parental Behavior at their Kids’ Games:
 
1) Parents should be seen, but not heard too often – it’s absolutely fine and good to go and watch your child play. But as a parent, you should try to blend in with the woodwork. Don’t draw attention to yourself –the games are all about YOUR child….they are NOT about YOU.  
2) If you have to say something, it should only be positive praise. Very simple. If you absolutely feel compelled to cheer, make sure your comments are only positive! And make your comments generic in tone. That is, “Way to go guys” or “Great job girls” is much more effective than highlighting just one kid.  Try and Root for the TEAM– not just one individual kid.
3) Never openly criticize your kid….and whatever you do, never, ever criticize somebody else’s kid! This is an absolute sin. If you feel compelled to try and coach your child from the sidelines, or make some disparaging remarks, e.g. “C’mon, Mike, you’re not even trying hard out there,” or “Sally, you gotta get back faster on defense,” then you have really crossed the line. Coaching is the Coach’s job – -NOT yours. And even though it may kill you to stand there and say nothing, well, that’s too bad. Act like the grown-up adult that you are.  And by the way, if you ever criticize somebody else’s kid in a game—well, now you’re totally out of line.  Never ever criticize some other parent’s kid.
4) Please do not do a play-by-play of the game. This applies mostly to spectators who try and dictate every play of the game while it’s happening…it happens a lot in soccer matches ”Okay, Sam, dribble the ball up…now pass it over to Joe….Joe, pass the ball to Jerry….Jerry take the shot.”  Feel free to work with your child at home …but during the actual game, let the kids figure it out! Otherwise, they’ll become too dependent on you for constant instruction.  Even worse, they’ll feel that they can’t be spontaneous during the game, less you get angry with them and bench them.
 PS – when you played sports as a kid, did you like it when someone dictated to you what to do? We didn’t think so. So why do it to your kids?
5) If you can’t control your mouth, then don’t stand with the other parents ….stay way far away from the others, and stand off by yourself…..Folks, you have to know your own personality. If you honestly feel that you might get too emotionally involved in your kid’s game, then stand off by yourself during the action. You can come back and rejoin the sane parents during half-time, but there’s nothing wrong with going away from the crowd and being alone with your thoughts.  We’d rather you do that than make a fool out of yourself where everybody can hear you and confirm that you’re  out of control AND embarrass your kid.
 6) Coaches and refs are not there to be abused in any way. Nor can you influence them.   Here’s the deal. Without the refs, umps, or officials, the game quickly is transformed from a real game into just being a scrimmage….okay, so understand that and accept that fully.  Then, understand that the vast majority of sports parents DO NOT know where to draw the line when it comes to questioning a ref’s call…too many parents DO think that a ref can somehow be psychologically influenced during a game, and if that the parent keeps chirping and pointing out perceived mistakes, then the ref will begin to give the chirping parent the benefit of the close calls.  Of course, that never happens. If anything, the ref will just get annoyed at the parent.  So, here’s what you do to fix the problem. Don’t say anything to the ref. And don’t say anything about their calls. Let the coach do that. You, as a sideline parent, just be quiet. The ref is NOT going to change their call. The ref is NOT going to be influenced on future calls by your catcalls. So, just be quiet.
7) It’s okay to applaud a nice play by an opposing player ….we’re trying to teach our kids to be good sports, and to respect their opponents. So if one of the opposing players makes a great play, applaud it! That’s okay – yes, even sometimes the opposing team makes good plays! And you should tell your child that it’s okay for their opponents to be talented as well.
8) Understand that you are a role model for the kids – they will follow your behavior. Along those lines, ALWAYS remember that your son or daughter is watching YOU on how they should behave.  So if you’re going nuts on the ref, or throwing a temper tantrum, or seem emotionally unsettled, don’t be surprised if your kid starts acting the same way. And you know what? That’s YOUR fault, not the kid’s. Another case of monkey see, monkey do.
 Think we’re kidding? Ask one of the other parents who has a video camera to go across the field and to tape the behavior of parents on the sidelines during a game. The tape is so revealing that parents won’t believe what they’re seeing….just remember – this is exactly what your kid is seeing when they play.
 
9) If a coach or a ref tells you to calm down, please take that caution seriously! Brookside is a big fan of zero tolerance. And if a ref or ump or official singles you out, and tells you to calm down, then consider yourself fully warned! You won’t get – nor do you deserve – a second chance. And if you can’t calm down, then yes, you should be banned from the game. What gives you the right to ruin it for all the kids, coaches, and other parents?
 
10) Try to give your kid a smile….when your kid looks over to the sideline and, for a brief moment, sees your face, please make sure you have a smile on it…or at least, a look of quiet pride. Kids DO look to parents for approval, and if you look like you’re having a good time, then he or she will feel the same way. But if you’re scowling, or cursing, or stomping around, then your kid will take that as a sign that they ought to be nervous and angry too. So, relax – leave your game face at home – and wear a relaxed face to your kid’s game.

