Parents Meeting Agenda U10 Fall Season
· Introduction of Coaching Staff
· Quick introduction of coaching staff provide any relevant prior soccer and/or coach experience.  Also make it personal how many years in town, how many kids, etc.

· Basic Game Format/Details (This is more for 1st year teams)
· We play (2) 25 minute half’s with a 5 minute intermission at halftime, there is no overtime.  
· We play 7 players on the field, our formation is 2-3-1 which is (1) goalie (2) defense (3) midfielders & (1) striker.
· U10 players are not allowed to head the ball, we have offside and throw-ins.  On goal kicks the other team has to back up to midfield.
· Parents have to be on opposite sidelines from the teams.

· Our Expectations and Goal for the season
· At the end of this season we measure success if we have improved the individual skills of each player, built team unity, increased their knowledge of the game and have your child wanting to come back next season.

· Communication
· Explain how and when coaching staff will be communicating to parents (weekly preferred).
· What type of communication do you expect from parents in return?
· If a player will miss a practice or game you want advance notice from them so you can plan accordingly.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Parents should have all of the coaches cell phones, please feel free to email, call or text us anytime.  

· Conflicts with other obligations
· We encourage our athletes to be involved in other sports and activities and recognize that there will be times that conflicts will occur.  All that we ask is that we have advance notice and you are fair with the decisions that you are making, we ask that soccer is not always the sport that is being skipped due to a conflict. 

· Uniforms & Equipment
· Game uniforms (including socks) are only to be worn on game day, we want to make sure they last through multiple seasons.
· It is important that players show up to all practices & games with shin pads, a ball (size 4) and water.
· For the month of October our players will be issued pink socks to wear for our games to show our support for Breast Cancer Awareness, I will hand this out at a later date.
· Pay attention to the weather as it is changing, as it gets colder pleased have your child dress in layers that can be peeled off.

· Practice Schedule (Expect players to the field 5 minutes prior to start time)
· We have one coach’s practice and one challenger practice every week.  The coach’s practice will be viewable on Sportsmanager if you are unsure how to see this online please let me know.  The challenger practice details will be communicated through my email, please remember for the first few weeks we are at FWS, then we shift to Marvin field at a different time.  Marvin Field is on South Bedford Street and has a baseball diamond. 
· In addition BYSA will be offering clinics, further details will be announced soon.  Encourage participation. 
· 
· Monday Offensive/Striker  
· Tuesday Technical 
· Thursday Keeper 
· Friday Defensive 

· Game Schedule (Expect players to the field at least 30 minutes prior to start of game)
· We will have 9 games total this season, the entire schedule is online as well.  Very important that each player has their full uniform and please make sure they remove any jewelry prior to showing up at the field.
· Please double check to ensure you have the proper field before leaving to come for a game.  Remember if you are going to be late please reach out to a coach.  

· Cancelation or Changes to our Schedule 
· Our schedule could change for a few different reasons most common is weather.  If fields are being closed due to bad weather there should be an email coming directly from Sportsmanager once a field is closed in the system, this goes for any practice or game.  For practices a decision is normally made no later than 3PM, on game day as early as 7AM.

· Playing Time  
· Everyone wants to be on a winning team, however that is not what this experience is about.  We believe in equal playing time for all of the players, of course it will not be to the minute as we are limited on when we can sub, but we will do our best to balance the playing time with each player.  In competitive games depending on the situation we may try and put our strongest players out there during the last 5 minutes in an effort to win a game but that is not the mindset of how we manage games from the start.

· Positions
· At this age level we expect every player to play every single position goalie being optional.  I know we have several players that will play goalie so we will rotate them through and see who else wants to give it a try.  It is important that they do not get too comfortable in one position, it is for their own benefit to learn every position on the field.  It is not until the U14/16 level that they should start specializing in one position.  Some will play more of a specific position but during the season we will ensure everyone plays all of the different positions several times.  

· Safety
· Safety is the most important thing to the coaches and BYSA, if we have any reason to believe your child has a possible injury we will be holding them out of practice or game.  If it is a serious concern we contact you immediately during our practice or game.
· If your child has any medical history that we should be aware of i.e. concussions, asthma, migraine, etc., please pull us aside and talk to us.
· MYSL & BYSA have a 30 minute hold if we hear or see thunder or lightening.  In most cases if that happens during a practice it will be over.  During a game the referee has the final decision on whether a game will be played or will continue.  

· Revolution Game
· BYSA will be organizing an event where tickets will be available to a Revolution Game in October, details will be coming soon.  If there is an interest we can try and go together as a team, if not individuals are more than welcome to buy tickets.
 
· Tournaments
· We will be looking at either entering the team in a tournament for Columbus Day Weekend or Veterans Day after the season is over.  Depending on interest we will decide on what direction, there will be a separate communication on this.    
· Player Conduct
· There will be times during the season where competitive games may result in a heightened level of emotion from players during a game or practice.  This is not unexpected, as coaches it is our responsibility to work with the players and discuss with them how best to deal with these situations.  If a situation warrants it, we will reach out to you to discuss, otherwise we will work with the players directly.

· Sportsmanship
· Soccer is a team sport and we expect the players to understand this and support each other during games and practices.  If we see behavior that is detrimental to the team the player will be taken out of the game.  If the behavior continues we will have a meeting with the player and their parents to discuss our expectations.

· Referees
· We have a zero tolerance policy towards players disrespecting referees.  If we see a player talking back to a referee they will be removed from the game and sit out the remainder of the half.  If they receive a yellow card for talking back to a referee they will be removed from the game and sit out the first half of the next game.  If they receive a red card for talking back to the referee they will be suspended for one game by the league. 

· Spectators
· The MYSL has a ZERO tolerance policy when it comes to talking/yelling at referees which includes players, coaches and parents.  You need to recognize that the referees in some cases may only be 14 years old, they are going to miss calls and make mistakes.  They will give warnings and will require any violators of this policy to leave the field or the team could forfeit the game.  If something was to occur the referee would inform me that I need to ask a specific parent to leave the field.  I have never had to experience this and hope that it never happens, so please do not put any of us coaches in this position.  It has happened to other coaches in our town that is why I mention it.

· Open Questions?

