March 18, 2021

BYSA Families,

We hope that this letter finds you well.  We are about a month away from our first travel soccer games since November of 2019!  The board of directors has been working very hard over the last few months to position BYSA to return to a Spring travel program.  

At this time we are in the process of finalizing our player team placement for the travel Spring Season.  You should expect to hear from our Age Directors no later than Wednesday March 24th on what team your son/daughter has been placed on.  Please note that these team placements will be for this Spring Season only.  We will be holding evaluations at some point during this season and will be forming new teams for the Fall 2021 season.  

Once you hear from the Age Directors about your team placement you should receive a welcome email from the head coach within the following 7-10 days introducing him or herself.  We do not have field permits at this time nor do we know when we will receive them.  Until we have confirmation on our permits we are unable to issue any practice schedules.  As soon as we have further information we will provide an update.

As a reminder, the modifications to the game that were in place for the in-town Fall season have been removed, except for face covering and social distancing requirements .  Face coverings will be required at all times for all coaches, players and spectators.  At this time, the limit for spectators has been increased to include 2 adults (Parents/Guardians or chaperones) and siblings of a participating player, as long as “family units” can be space out 6’ apart in the designated viewing area around the field.  We will continue to enforce safety protocols both on and off the pitch.  Our goal for this upcoming season is to safely transition back to the game that we all know and love.

We have included an updated summary below that describes key aspects of the season.  If anything changes, we will communicate this information to you.  

If you have additional questions regarding the season, please contact BYSA at info@bysa-admin.org.

We are looking forward to getting the season kicked off!

Thank you,


BYSA Board of Directors


BYSA SPRING SEASON 

· Timing – Practices will start late March/early April.  The first game for U10-U14 is Saturday, April 17th.  The first game for U16 & U19 will be Sunday, April 18th.
· Start of season dependent on fields being open
· 8 or 9 Game Season for U10-U14 (MYSL still finalizing)
· 7 Game Season for U16 & U19
· No games on Memorial Day weekend

· Practices –We expect to offer 1 coach practice and 1 practice run by professional coaches per week. (Pending field availability)
· Professional coaches– We are still working on the details but expect to have 3rd party professional coaches to support our U10-U14 teams with 1 practice per week. 
· High School teams will only have 1 practice per week, no 3rd party coach practices. 

· Team Selection Process - 
· Our travel teams for this season will be a mix of competitive and level loaded teams, this will vary by age group and a number of other factors.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Due to causes associated with COVID-19 and limited access to fields we had to pivot from our normal team selection process for this season.  There was a lot of time and effort put into forming teams to the best of our ability considering these circumstances.  We ask for your understanding during this process. Teams for this Spring Season have been formed based on historical player data combined with assessments for those players that played in our in-town Fall season.  
· Player placements are final and will not be adjusted for any reason once announced.

· Uniforms – 
· A separate communication has been sent out regarding uniform orders.  Please ensure that you have evaluated any needs regarding uniforms. 

· Commissioners Cup & MTOC (Massachusetts Tournament of Champions) – At this time there will be NO commissioner’s cup with MYSL.  The Massachusetts Youth Soccer Association is still working to determine whether MTOC will take place this year based on the state’s reopening plan.  This tournament is for teams that play in Division 1 or 2 within their respective leagues.  We will share more information as soon as we have an update.  

