



Belchertown United Q&A

With the formation of Belchertown United, the new board is evaluating current operational practices of both clubs and integrating best practices from other clubs to create a new entity that will operate at the highest level.  Many things will remain the same like our coaches and playing in the Roots league.  On the flip side, changes will have to be made and we ask that everyone respect that these growing pains are an element of any successful merger.  

We know with these changes come many questions!  Below is a Q&A that will hopefully cover some of the bigger topics and help you understand the direction in which we are headed.  This is a very exciting time for youth soccer in Belchertown and we look forward to kicking things off in the fall.  Please do not hesitate to reach out for clarity or any new questions.

How are decisions made for the new club and who makes them?  The Belchertown United board is comprised of volunteers who consider the club’s best interests in each and every decision.  Some topics are fun and easy; others are complicated and involve heavy issues such as bullying, inappropriate spectator behaviors and compliance infractions.  

The board is currently comprised of: Tim Haley (President), CJ Holt (Director of Coaching “DoC”), Josh Slovack (Treasurer), Jim Douglass (Secretary) Kathryn Wakefield (Registrar), Jess Verrochi (Registrar), Kate Roy (Uniforms/Fan Gear), Paul McCloskey (Premier Clubs & BHS Liaison), Jameson Gaspar (Assistant DoC for U8-U10 teams), JW Benoit (Compliance & Ethics Officer) and Bill Longridge (Fields & Belchertown Rec Liaison). 

What are the costs to play on a soccer team and what does that include?  Belchertown United will play two unique seasons: fall and spring.  You do not need to play both seasons to be on a team.  The fall season will be $120.00 for U8, $142.00 for U9-U12, U13 and up is $150.00. This price was determined based on predetermined fees owed to MYSA, Roots and Belchertown Recreation Dept. for expenses such as insurance, field rentals, referees, porta-potties, etc.

When will registration open?  Registration is an online process opening June 21st and running through July 14th.  Registering within this window of time is particularly important for the upcoming fall season and a spot on a team cannot be guaranteed with a late registration.  A registration link will be shared via social media (Belchertown United page on Facebook), email, and the Belchertown United website https://clubs.bluesombrero.com/belchertownunited.

What about uniforms?  Kits will be available for online ordering starting June 23 through July 18 and a link to order from the Belchertown United page on soccer.com will be sent to the email address used for registration once a player has registered.  Ordering uniforms on time helps to assure that teams have uniforms in time for the first game and cannot be guaranteed with a late order.  

Kits cost $91.76 and include a black team jersey, an alternate teal jersey, black shorts and a pair of socks.  All items in this kit are Nike brand.  This cost is not included in the registration fee, however, uniforms kits are required by all players.  Additional training and fan gear will also be available.

What ages does Belchertown United serve?  We welcome soccer players in first grade through high school.  Availability on a team’s roster is subject to there being enough players to fill a team, and not exceeding the maximum amount of players, at the appropriate age and level of experience.  We encourage players younger than first grade to contact the Belchertown Recreation Dept.

Who will be coaching?  Existing coaches from both clubs have been invited to return.  

Can I volunteer to be a coach or assistant coach?  Yes, we always welcome volunteers.  Please utilize the adult registration option when registration opens on our website https://clubs.bluesombrero.com/belchertownunited or please email your interest to bufc2023@gmail.com.  

Are there other ways I can help out besides coaching?  Definitely!  Many hands make light work.  There is always a lot of behind the scenes work that the community and families do not see.  At registration, please indicate your interest or email bufc2023@gmail.com and we will reach out to you.

When does the fall season start?  The fall season officially starts on September 1, 2023.  Individual team practices will likely start mid-August.

Is there an opportunity to play beyond the regular seasons?  U11 divisions and up have playoff games and the MTOC tournament at season’s end.  Both of these opportunities are record dependent, and your coach will notify you if your team has qualified for either tournament.

Winter season is played indoors and at the discretion of each coach.  These sessions are not associated with Belchertown United and coaching, registration, fees and team formation are independent of the club.

How will communication be handled?  Teams will be communicating via Stack Team app during the season.  Please download the Stack Team App AFTER your player’s registration is complete, using the exact same login information as used in registration.  Information and announcements from the board will continue to come via email and social media.





