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Fair Lawn All sports covid-19 return to play guidelines


This document is curated from several sources to be used as our organization’s guidelines and protocols for a safe return to baseball and softball for the Summer 2020 season.  

All state and borough laws and executive orders will supersede these guidelines. Only if permitted by the state and local government, will Fair Lawn All Sports return to safe sports play.

Players, umpires, and spectators must adhere to the guidelines from CDC, state, and local authorities. 

Here is a link to NJ Department of Health guidelines: https://nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/NCOV/COVID_GuidanceForSportsActivities.pdf

Fields
**It is highly recommended that a parent or board member be a designated volunteer field manager at every sport contest to maintain guidelines and protocols. Any players, fans or coaches who refuse to abide by guidelines and protocols will be asked to leave the field.

Take proactive steps in creating social distancing environments:
1. Coaching staff and players will be screened via temperature check when they arrive at the field.

2. All fields that are utilized for baseball/softball must have ample space to promote social distancing guidelines. 

3. Minimize mass gathering to the limitations of the local jurisdiction.

4. Optimally, create one-way entry and exit gates where possible for players, coaches, and spectators.
· This plan should include staggered arrival/departure times for players and spectators to limit interaction:
For example:  4 pm start of game.  HOME team arrives 2:45 pm to inspect fields and set up and begin warm up. AWAY team arrives at 3:15 pm to set up dugout and warm up. At no time should the opposing teams cross through each other. 
Fans for the AWAY team to arrive no later than 3:45 pm to designated area. Fans for HOME team to arrive no later than 3:55 pm.  At no time should fans from opposing teams cross through each other. This may require a FIELD MANAGER to direct the flow of traffic

5. Prior to game, the dugouts and seating areas will be disinfected with a provided sprayer and disinfectant solution.  Allow 10 minutes after application to begin using dugouts and seating areas.
Disinfectant and sprayer will be provided and stored at the field

6. Allow teams to spread players out; expand the dugout area when room permits and only if player safety will not be compromised. Expansion of the team dugouts should not be done into foul ball areas. Recommend players stand outside the dugout to allow for social distancing, but do not allow them onto the field of play. 

SOFTBALL PLAYERS ONLY: FLAS will purchase equipment buckets for each summer travel player.  These buckets are intended to act as “personal dugouts” for the player. The bucket will be branded as Fair Lawn All Sports and then each player will be required to personalize with name/number to avoid confusion with other buckets.

Upon arrival at a field, a player must get all equipment into his/her bucket and be fully dressed. Please limit bringing equipment bags to the field, and/or there will be a designated area for equipment bags. BUCKETS ONLY IN THE DUGOUT. 

The buckets will be lined up in the dug out in the batting order.  As player comes up to bat, it will be the job of the bench coach and each player to continually move the buckets “down the line.” The bench coach will move the bucket of the player at bat, all other players will move ONLY their own bucket – keeping all spacing guidelines. These buckets also afford each player their own seat to remain engaged and active in cheering their team on.

Parent/Guardians of players will ensure the following equipment is purchased and provided in their player’s bucket for every game. If the equipment is not available, the player may or may not be able to take the field:
· Hand Sanitizer (sprays or wipes) – this should be used between every inning and after each at bat.
· Face covering (a FLAS branded face covering will be purchased for every summer travel player by FLAS). We request that players also have additional face coverings as back up.
· Band Aids / Antiseptic Wipes / Simple First Aid Items
· Water/Drinks for the game – we will not allow parents to cross into dug outs or players to leave dugouts to refresh drinks.  Make sure your player has everything they need when dropped off.

7. Players Equipment: 
· Players should have their own individual batter’s helmet, glove, bat and mask.
· BASEBALL PLAYERS ONLY:  Each player should bring a lawn/folding chair, so they have a somewhere to sit during the game.  This chair will be placed on the players assigned spot in the dugout or extended dugout area. 
· See above for additional items needed such as face covering, hand sanitizer, simple first aid items, water/drinks for games.

8. Dugout Guidelines:
· Coaches/Players should be assigned spots (6 ft apart) in the dugout or outside the dugout along the fence where they can sit and keep their equipment.  The extension of the dugout should remain behind a fence/or netting to ensure players safety.
· Players are to stay at their assigned spots when on the bench.
· Limit bench personnel to only essential coaches (manager/bookkeeper, 2 additional coaches – 3 total)
· Teams are required to clean their dugout of all trash and other items after each game.
· No seeds or gum allowed

9. Spectators:
· Must adhere to 6 feet distancing guidelines for anyone not in the same family.
· Must not enter player area on the field, behind the backstop, or in and around team dugouts and staging areas. 
· Spectators must clean areas and bring all trash to receptacles or back home with them. Discards of PPE on our fields (masks, gloves, wipes) will not be tolerated.
· No tents

10. Inspect designated seating/viewing areas for spectators and request social distancing efforts be in place. This can be achieved by marking areas every 6 feet for visual cues.

11. This plan should include an entry/exit for both the home and away team visitors to be in their seating/viewing are without passing through the other team’s spectators.

12. No gum; No seeds


PLAYING THE GAME
The following guidelines will be expected to be upheld at Fair Lawn hosted contests in addition to the rules of oversight:

1. The managers meeting at home plate should be limited to one coach from each team plus the umpires. No players at plate meeting. Eliminate the meeting if possible.

2. Where possible, consider options for limiting both the pitching and the scorecard exchanges, in order to reduce person-to-person contact. 

3. If bat testing is performed at an event, all staff involved must wear gloves. One representative will handle the bats for the entire team, and this person also should wear gloves. 

4. All coaches must wear face coverings. This is important for both base coaches considering proximity to players and on the bench, as the bench coach will be handling player equipment.

5. Baseballs/Softballs
· Each team will supply baseballs/softballs to be used exclusively for their team in the field to minimize cross contamination.
· It is recommended that new baseballs/softballs remain in their original packaging until they need to be introduced into a game.
· Foul balls will be retrieved by players only, not spectators, not coaches, not umpires. If touched by another, the ball will be disinfected before being reintroduced.
· Between innings, baseballs and softball should be disinfected if possible.

6. Umpires
· Plate umpire will be positioned behind the mound 6 feet of separation from the pitcher. 
· Must wear face coverings at all times.
· Umpires have the discretion to call the game in the event that social distancing guidelines are not being met by spectators or teams. 

7. Team/player handshakes and team/player high fives are eliminated.  Alternatively, player/coaches should tip their caps to the opposing team.
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