[bookmark: _GoBack]TRAVEL COACHES, 

WELCOME TO THE (SEASON) SOCCER SEASON!
Thank you for volunteering to coach.  This email will provide some basic information on the upcoming season.  Please look for future emails with additional or updated information.
  
COMMUNICATION/NOTIFICATIONS CALENDAR:

Rosters:  You will receive several rosters leading up to the season. 

1) Initially, you will receive your GSC roster with players/parents contact information from your age group coordinator via email. THIS IS NOT YOUR OFFICIAL GAME ROSTER!! Once you receive your roster from your coordinator, please notify parents using the attached Parent Communication Guideline document. The Parent Communication Guideline is for you to use as a guide; amend as you see fit but be sure to cover the main points. 

The GSC Parent Code of Contact (attached) MUST be sent to parents with your introductory email.

Your age group coordinator will specify the time-frame for notification to parents. Please abide by the timeframe as we try to notify all parents at the same time to avoid unnecessary questions and emails. 

2) You will also receive a MAYS approved roster directly from the league by e-mail several weeks before the start of the season which indicates that the league has approved the team roster.  This is for information ONLY. THIS IS ALSO NOT YOUR OFFICIAL GAME ROSTER!!!

3) You still need to come to the coaches meeting to pick up your OFFICIAL GAME ROSTER signed by our GSC registrar, your game ball and pass cards. This season’s coach meeting will be held at the Grafton Inn on August 25th starting at 6:30PM.

ONLY THE OFFICIAL GAME ROSTER SIGNED BY OUR REGISTRAR CAN BE USED FOR GAMES. You will need to bring 2 copies of the OFFICIAL GAME ROSTER to each game. If you do not have the required game rosters AND pass cards at the game the GSC will be fined and you MAY NOT BE ALLOWED TO PLAY the game.

OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION:

Uniforms: All parents have received an email with instructions on ordering uniforms. 
Please CONFIRM each player’s uniform number by asking parents to check their player’s uniform and confirm the number. This is done to make sure there are no errors in SportsManager; GSC will not honor parent requests to change uniform numbers. Please identify any players on your team with duplicate numbers and find out if they plan to get a new uniform due to size issues so we can reassign duplicate numbers with non-duplicate numbers. If necessary, GSC will arrange for loaner uniforms for players with duplicate numbers who are not planning on purchasing a new uniform. Once you have confirmed uniform numbers for all players, please report any changes to your coordinator and contact Peter Ng (png_engineer@charter.net) to arrange loaner uniforms for any remaining duplicate number issues. 

Coaches should follow up with parents several times to make sure they order uniforms ASAP, if needed. We have 4 weeks until the season starts so parents should order uniforms by next week at the latest to make sure they get them on time.
Game Schedule and SportsManager: Game schedules will be available on the GSC SportsManager website a few weeks before the start of the season (www.gscsoccer.org). You should become familiar with the GSC SportsManager website as you will need to report scores and reschedule games in addition to checking your schedule and fields information at this website. Attached are the log-in instructions. You will receive more information on how to use SportsManager at the coach meeting and in future emails.

Equipment:  If you need NEW equipment OR to if you need to replenish existing equipment items, please contact Peter Ng at png_engineer@charter.net to make arrangements. 

Practice Time Request: You will receive an email by early August requesting your preferred practice night(s).   You can start conducting practices as soon as you receive your practice schedule. Please note that field space is tight so your flexibility will be appreciated. 

Field Lining Schedule: Field lining schedule will be sent at the start of the season.  It is the team’s responsibility to line the field (so if you don’t want to do it feel free to get a parent to do it). It is our expectation that if you have a conflict with the field lining schedule, you will coordinate to switch it with someone else.  We want to make sure our fields are nicely lined each week so everyone can enjoy the games.
Please remember to notify Mark Domino (lmdomino@verizon.net) if we need to replenish the paint supply. 
 
Field Clean-up:  Coaches, please walk the field after your practices and games to be sure all trash is cleaned up. The Soccer Club does not pay for trash removal, so help us keep the fields clean.  
DON’T RUN UP THE SCORE: The league has reduced the score differential to NO MORE THAN 7 goals.  See attached document about ideas to manage this situation should it arise.  The league has adopted the following bylaw:    Goal Scoring - Any team that has a differential score of 8 or more goals (so max of 7 goal differential) will receive a warning for the first offense. Second offense will result in the coach being suspended for one game and the town will be fined $150. Next occurrence will result in the coach being suspended for 8 games and the town will be fined an additional $150.
 
Lions Field: The last person at the field must be a coach and must lock the gate on the way out.  The field has been vandalized in the past if the gate is left open, so please be vigilant about locking the gate when your team is the last to leave.  Please remind parents and opposing coaches that there is plenty of parking behind the fields.  GATE AND LOCK BOX COMBINATION WILL BE SENT SEPARATELY TO U10 COACHES.

FIELDS AND GAME FORMATS: 
 
The U10 games will be at Lions field.  The format will be 7v7 with two 25 minute halves.  A size 4 ball will be used. Practice once per week 

The U12 games will be at Riverview field.  The format will be 9v9 with two 30 minute halves.  A size 4 ball will be used. Practice 1-2 times per week

The U14 games will be at the High School turf field.  The format will be 11v11 with two 35 minute halves.  A size 5 ball will be used. Practice 1-2 times per week.

Travel League Information: In addition to information on our GSC website, more information about the league and its policies as well as SportsManager rescheduling instructions can be found at the MAYS league SportsManager website at http://www.sportsmanager.us/orgmanager/maysl.htm. Each coach is responsible to review and understand the league policies.

ZERO TOLERANCE: Never argue with the referee. See attached for a detailed policy.   The league and our club take this very seriously!  Suspensions will be levied if the situation escalates.

Attached are the following documents for coaches: 
Please review these documents BEFORE the start of the season.
Attachment: MAYS Information
Attachment: SportManager Coach Access Instructions
Attachment: MAYSL Instructions To Coaches (Spring Season)
Attachment: WAYS TO AVOID RUNNING UP THE SCORE (7 POINT DIFFERENTIAL)
Attachment: Parent Communication Guidelines
Attachment: MYSA Coach Code of Conduct
Attachment: Zero Tolerance Policy
Attachment: MAYS FACT SHEET
Attachment: Parent code of conduct
Attachment: ACL PEP Program 
Attachment: FIFA11+Prevent Program
Attachment: Concussion 1
Attachment: Concussion 2
QUESTIONS, COMMENTS, FEEDBACK:  Please contact your age group coordinator with any questions. Contact information can be found on our website at www.gscsoccer.org.

