Parents,

As we move into the 2nd half of the U8 season, I wanted to provide some information on your child's move to our Travel Program in the fall. There is a change in format and team selection that comes with the transition to the Travel Program that you should know about.

Our In-Town Program ends at 2nd grade. Players at U10 (3rd and 4th grades) and higher play in MAYS (Midland Area Youth Soccer). While in MAYS, your child will have a chance to play with their fellow Graftonites against teams of similar ability from other towns. Players in U10 (both 3rd and 4th grade) are placed on Division 1, 2, or 3 teams (with Division 1 being the highest skilled team), as required by MAYS. Player placement is based on a child’s ability against all players in the town in 3rd and 4th grade.

The end goal is for your child to have a fun and challenging time playing soccer. Please keep in mind that while your child will be placed at a level next year (Division 1, 2, or 3), these placements will change every season based on a child's growth in the sport. Your child is at an age where soccer skills and physical abilities change at surprising rates. In short, kids move up and down all the time based on how quickly they mature and improve.
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Placement is done by carefully considering your child's evaluation by his or her current U8 coach. This evaluation is the encapsulation of their entire season as their coach sees it, which we feel is a much better assessment than a one-day tryout where a child could be ill or have a bad day. However, it is also important that we consider your child’s skill level against the entire pool of 2nd grade players and not just the other players of his or her In-Town team. Therefore, as part of this process, we will be holding a Jamboree for your child's grade. This is not a tryout as all children will have teams to play for in the fall. As a parent, the best thing you can do at the Jamboree is just let your child show up and have fun.

I have attached the league placement policy for your reference (please see below my signature)
 
This year our Jamboree will be:
Girls – Date and Location
Boys – Date and Location
 
Rain dates will be:
Girls – Date and Location
Boys – Date and Location
