PLEASE REMEMBER:

THESE ARE KIDS 

THEY ARE HERE TO HAVE FUN AND LEARN THE GAME

THIS IS A GAME

WIN SOME LOOSE SOME – SPORTSMANSHIP IS KEY OF BOTH COACHES/PARENTS AND PLAYERS

WE ARE VOLUNTEERS

OUR LEAGUE IS MADE OF ALL VOLUNTEERS – COACHES INCLUDED

TREAT THEM AS YOU WOULD WANT TO BE TREATED – WITH RESPECT AND DIGNITY AT ALL TIMES

THE REFEREES ARE HUMAN

MANY, ESPECIALLY IN REC, ARE LEARNING TO REFEREE.  THEY WILL MAKE MISTAKES – AGAIN REALIZE THE REFEREE MAKES THE FINAL CALL.  IF YOU HAVE AN ISSUE WITH A REFEREEE DISCUSS WITH THE REFEREE COORDINATOR AFTER THE GAME.

THIS IS NOT THE WORLD CUP

AGAIN – THIS IS YOUTH SOCCER.  IT IS A GAME.  

IT SHOULD BE FUN FOR ALL.

We hate to do it – but Zero tolerance will be enforced for all:  

players, spectators and coaches, 

so that all can enjoy the game and soccer experience.  

Coaches –
First and most importantly, let me say thank you once again for volunteering your time to coach.  We appreciate that your time is valuable and that you have taken time to help make our league successful.   It is only with the hard work and dedication of ALL of our volunteers we are able to provide such a fun, successful league for our youth to participate.  
 
If you are receiving this email, YOU ARE CURRENTLY ASSIGNED AS A COACH OR ASSISTANT COACH (OR TEAM PARENT) OF ONE OF OUR RECREATIONAL TEAMS FOR THIS SPRING SEASON. (Please note:  if one spouse if assigned and both email addresses are listed – both will receive coaching emails)  If this is an error - please let us know ASAP so that we can re-assign your roster and correct.  We apologize for the length of this email but because we recognize that your time is valuable – we have TRIED to include all the important information necessary for you to start the season in this email.  For our coaches that have been in the league – some of the information you will certainly already know – for those of you that are new coaches – you will find this useful.  I thank you NOW for taking the time to read this so that we can relay all information in a timely fashion.
 
ALL VOLUNTEERS (coaches, assistant coaches, board members and volunteers) are REQUIRED to register with Mass Youth Soccer AND complete the CORI/Credential process (which includes verification of signature and ID).  If this has not yet been completed – please do so ASAP.  Coaching credentials are required to be worn of ALL VOLUNTEERS at all times – it is only once you have completed the registration and CORI process that your credentials can be created.  
If you have not yet been CORI’s – you will also be required to do this once you register with Mass Youth and completed the CORI along with verification – you will not receive your uniforms or credentials.
 
 
 
 
Season Start
The season is TENTATIVELY scheduled to start on APRIL 14TH (BARRING ANY ADDITIONAL WINTER STORMS, FIELD PREP AND PERMITS) As in previous years, if there are cancelled recreational games during the season (due to bad weather) these will not be made up.  There are no recreational games played on MEMORIAL DAY Weekend.  
 
GAME CANCELLATIONS: Game cancellations, for recreational teams, are decided by the president of the league OR the referee should the field be deemed unplayable.  This is, in most cases, based on field conditions and weather conditions or extreme weather forecasts.  Games will be played in light rain.  IF A GAME IS CANCELLED – you will receive a call from your division coordinator, an email from the league (which will also be sent to all parents) and the message line will reflect a message stating canceled games (NOTE – NEW NUMBER  978-918-0460).  We have had instances when one of these 3 methods fail but by utilizing all 3 methods – we are sure to get the info to you.  If you do not receive a call, email, or the message line message is not changed – games are on.  Please make your parents aware of this process.  We make every effort to cancel as quickly as we can – usually by 7 – 7:15 am.  Coaches may not cancel games on their own…..doing this leaves another team without an opponent and many upset parents and players.  Referees however may determine the field unplayable during the course of the day for safety reasons and cancel games.

NEED INFORMATION – DIVISION COORDINATORS
Each division has a division coordinator – this is the person with whom you will have the most contact.  Any questions, concerns, problems should be brought to the attention of the division coordinator.  The coordinator will be able to provide you with answers & assistance.   If they do not have the answers or they simply need help – they have the resources to get that information and relay back to you in a timely fashion.

 The division coordinators for the spring 2018 season are:

Micro

 Jessica Lima jessicamlima@live.com
U6  

Robert Gumb robgumb@gmail.com
U8  

Andrew Corbin & Kim Kroeung kmrine.k@gmail.com 
U11 

Dave Brunelle - brunelledavid49@gmail.com 
 
Their contact information is available above as well as on our main web page. 
 
COMMON QUESTIONS – there is a list available on our website listing common questions and answers for parents as well as coaches – you may wish to take a look as many answers to your questions will be answered.  It is located under the New/Info Tab with a sub tab reading Common Questions

ROSTER AND SCHEDULE INFORMATION
As we are all volunteers we ask a few things that will make this soccer season easier for all.  PLEASE BE SURE TO CHECK YOUR EMAIL REGULARLY – ESPECIALLY THROUGH THE NEXT COUPLE OF WEEKS.  THIS CANNOT BE STRESSED ENOUGH. 
 
 MICRO, U6 AND U8 ONLY - Rosters are now being released to coaches only – rosters will be released to parents after 8pm Thursday.  Please do not make calls until after 8pm Thursday.  This allows a short time for a coach to check his/her roster – verify their own child is placed on the roster and let me know of any erorrs so I can correct them (add/drop) without confusing parent. 
U11 ROSTERS ARE NOT YET RELEASED – SO NOT CONTACT PLAYERS IN U11 UNTIL YOU RECEIVE AN EMAIL STAIUNG ROSTERS IN YOUR DIVISION ARE RELEASED.  CHANGES WILL BE MADE TO ALL ROSTERS – ESPECAILLY IS WE ADD 2 TEAMS.

 
Coaches are expected to make contact with parents and arrange a first meeting PRIOR to season start.  ALL CHANGES TO ROSTERS – WHICH MAY HAPPEN FREQUENLY SINCE WE ARE STILL ACCEPTING LATE REGISTRATIONS – WILL BE EMAILED TO ALL COACHES.  ONCE CHANGES ARE MADE, YOUR ONLINE ROSTERS WILL REFLECT THESE CHANGES IMMEDIATELY.  Please be sure to contact your players RIGHT AWAY. We ask that you make contact with each parent VIA PHONE by Sunday April 8th at the latest (for Micro/U6 & U8).  Parents will receive a copy of the 1st roster (not copies of rosters after each add/drop change) with player names and coaches contact information.   Receiving a personalized call from the coach means a lot to the parents because now they have a contact.  This will save me from responding to 100’s of emails and calls as to the placement of each child.  Parents get very anxious at this point – your help is needed at this time.  
 
Although we make every effort to not make roster errors – we are human and things may slip by us.  If a parents states there is a problem with the placement of their child (wanted another divisions, siblings are not placed on the same team)  – IMFORM ME RIGHT AWAY SO WE CAN TRY TO MAKE A CHANGE.  NOTE – PARENTAL REQUESTS FOR SPECIFIC TEAMS OR COACHES, OR REQUESTS TO PLAY WITH SPECIFIC CHILDREN SIMPLY CANNOT AND WILL NOT BE HONORED. With over 700 children to place on rosters, trying to keep the male/female ratio as well as the age ratio even all while trying to place with local coaches ……specific requests simply cannot be honored while trying to keep teams fair AS WELL AS KEEPING FAIRNESS TO ALL PARENTAL REQUESTS.
 
Schedules will also be available online once completed - YOU WILL RECEIVE AN EMAIL ONCE THEY ARE AVAILABLE.   Let parents know once the schedule is released – we will send out an email so they can also check their schedule online – we also ask that you email/call your team to let them know first game time and practices if your division holds them.  (Micro & U6 divisions do not hold weekly practices).    We are confident that the schedules will not change once released – BUT please be sure the check your schedules weekly as we may find the need to make changes…..again - these changes will also be emailed to you.
 
A few years ago - we had a new tool added to our web site – this allows the administrator/coach to send an email to all parents showing the team name, roster information regarding other players on the team as well as the coaches’ name and email.  These will be sent to parents tomorrow to ease their mind that children are placed and have not been forgotten.   NOTE – WHEN THE INITIAL CALL IS MADE, PLEASE VERIFY THE SPELLING OF BOTH THE FIRST AND LAST NAME OF THE CHILD, THE  EMAIL ADDRESS AS WELL AS ANY PHONE/CELL NUMBER ADDS OR CHANGES.  EMAIL THESE TO ME AT LOWELLSOCCER@COMCAST.NET   ASAP SO THAT THE RECORDS CAN BE ACCURATE – please do not change any information yourself (I don’t even think the system will allow you to).  In addition – to save yourself time – ask the parents if they check emails regularly….if they do – you can ask them to check their emails regularly so you can utilize sports manager and make contact with parents regarding practices and other info by sending out 1 email.  For those parents that do not utilize their email – you now know who must receive calls to relay info.  

INSTRUCTIONS HOW TO ACCESS ROSTERS
 Rosters and schedules are now available online for coaches to
access using their email address and password. 
 
NEW COACHES _ If you HAVE NOT received a password please follow these instructions
1. Go to website www.lowellsoccer.com
  
2.  Click on "LOGIN" on top of screen.

3.  In the box that comes up, click on "Coach/Director"
BELOW the log in box see.  If you have forgotten/don't have a password
Click Here  and a password will be emailed to you.  
 
click the red Click Here, enter your email address and a password will be emailed to you.
Once you receive your password, you can now follow the instructions below
1. Go to website www.lowellsoccer.com  
  
2.  Click on "LOGIN" on top of screen.

3.  In the box that comes up, click on "Coach/Director"

4.  Enter your email and password as before - your team or teams should show up for access as before
 
I know it sounds complicated but it is a very simple process.
 
RETURNING COACHES- If you have a password already – please use the instructions below 
1. Go to website www.lowellsoccer.com 
  
2.  Click on "LOGIN" on top of screen.

3.  In the box that comes up, click on "Coach/Director"

4.  Enter your email and password as before - your team or teams should show up for access as before
 
PRE SEASON - Important Reminder/Request – PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE be sure to make every effort to meet with your players and parents BEFORE the first game – the week before is best.  They need to know who you are, what color the team uniform is etc.  It is very difficult to have 100s of teams/players/parents  show up on the first game day not knowing who the coach is, what he/she looks like, where to meet, what color the shirts are (as many teams have the same color shirt in different divisions).  As you can imagine – it can be a very hectic sight.  Having parents met you before hand makes it easier on all.  Have a sign, wear a silly hat, have some balloons, wear something bright and noticeable at your first meeting - anything that lets parents on your team know you are you on that first meeting.  Unfortunately – with so many new coaches each season, our volunteers have not yet had the opportunity to meet you and if a parent is trying to find their team – you can imagine how difficult and frustrating it is for the parent as well as the volunteers.  
Play Time rule in rec – please remember recreation is about learning the game and having fun.  It is technically scoreless.  Players should learn the game, skills, sportsmanship etc.  Rec players are to play 50% of the game regardless of practice attendance etc.  Coaches should conduct themselves in a professional teaching manner on the field.  

 
FINAL NOTES:  

*Coaches Meetings:  we ask that you attend these as often as possible.  We now only hold season start and season end meetings as we recognize your time is valuable.  Emails will send confirming date and providing the agenda & minutes.  As a coach, you have the opportunity to vote on matters, vote for board positions and have input on league matters.  You also will be most informed for your parents as well. Advance notice is emailed.  
 

*Registration for FALL- We realize this is way off – but if you plan to return as coach for the spring season – we ask that you submit your registration
for your child and let us know of your intention by spring season end.  This helps us tremendously and helps prepare us for how may new coaches we will be in need of for the fall.  Registration for the FALL 2018 season will open in early May
 
 
 
 

*Lowell Youth Soccer takes our Zero Tolerance policy very seriously.  Attached is the Coaches’ Code of Conduct document.  Parents will be receiving a copy of A Parents Guide to a Great Experience, via email (along with the roster release information), which we have also attached.   We encourage you as coach to read over both documents so you are aware of what is expected of ALL of our coaches, players and spectators.
 

*While Lowell Youth Soccer encourages our coaches to take the online F course, it is strongly encouraged for coaches in our U8 division and up. Offered online on the Mass Youth Soccer website) Assigned coaches who take this course, will be reimbursed once they complete the course and have submitted a copy of their certificate and receipt of payment.  Simply email the certificate to us at lowellsoccer@sportsmanager.us and we will submit for reimbursement. 
 

PARKING - please take special note and inform your players parents, friends and 
family members who may attend to watch your little ones games.  Parking IS ALLOWED in the Edwards Street Lot - PLEASE do not block the gate or any entrances or exits so as to be sure emergency vehicles can easily access the field in the event of an emergency.  Parking IS NOT allowed on Edwards Street (signs posted).  Parking is ALSO NOT ALLOWED in the Temple Lot (the peach colored building on the far side of the field behind the Post Office.  (Signs 
Posted.)  This is private property and we have received notification they will tow.  An alternative location for parking is the Sterling Lot.  This is located behind Auto Zone/Family Dollar next to the temple (the grey colored building).  In an effort to ensure we can continue to use this lot, we ask that you please be 
sure to respect the property of our neighbors, use trash receptacles and do 
not park in front of their doors so they have easy access to loading and unloading for their customers as well as them selves. 
 
Lastly – we have attached information on The Heads Up Online  FREE Concussion Training Course (which we strongly encourage COACHES as well as parents to take a look at and take as there is very valuable information available to you) especially as a coach so you can recognize a child with a concussion and help advise the parents.
 
If you have any questions that have not been answered in this email/document– please contact your division coordinators.  They will surely get back to you in a timely fashion with a response.  Comments and suggestions are always welcomed.  Once again – thank you for volunteering your time to coach for LYSA.  
