MERGING OF THE U13/U14 AGE GROUPS
Why will the current U12 and U13 be trying out together?
· All seventh and eighth graders will be playing against seventh and eighth graders from other towns.

· A true U13 Division no longer exists in BAYS (the league MYS participates in)

· Many leagues around the town, state and country have combined age groups, including MYS in-town program.
· All U13 travel players will play on a MYS travel team in the U14 Division of BAYS

· BAYS offers four divisions of play @ the U14 division to accommodate teams and players of all skill levels and abilities.

· The number of MYS teams, their roster size and eventual placement of the teams within the BAYS U14 division will be dependent upon the number of players registering and participating in tryouts.

· Anticipate:

· Girls will have 6-8 teams

· Boys will have 3-4 teams

· By having all players of the U13/14 age group tryout together on the same day, for the same raters, will allow for teams to be formed fully based on soccer ability and not age first and then soccer ability
· MYS has contracted with PlaySoccer which is a professional organization that will be assessing our players for this years U13/14 girls age group at tryouts.
· Tryouts, coach’s evaluations and game evaluations will all be used, per policy, in formation of all teams.

· Allows for the level and skill of a team to be more consistent with less significant variation in skill level which may occur on some teams if age is the first deciding factor
· A true U13 or true U14 team may form based on tryouts

· Offers teams to have everyone challenged who is interested in playing, by placing like skilled players on a team, which remains the core goal of MYS.
· The merging of teams for U13 and U14 (seventh and eighth graders has been performed for a few years with our Boys’ division.

· Per MYS policy regarding the philosophy of the travel program:

· The travel program is available to all residents of the town of Mansfield between the ages of 8 and 18 years.  The program forms teams of comparably skilled players, so that each team can develop as a group and compete against teams of like ability.

