[bookmark: _GoBack]By unanimous vote, the Melrose Youth Soccer Board of Directors has written and implemented a Child Protection Policy.  We are proud to follow the Mayor’s lead in bringing the Darkness to Light program to Melrose; D2L is a national organization committed to child abuse prevention.

MYS Board Members have committed to taking additional training provided by the Darkness to Light organization.  Additionally, the policy requires that all MYS volunteers (coaches, assistants, managers, etc.) read material provided by D2L and read and abide by the MYS Child Protection policy.  I have attached both of those documents.

No MYS volunteer will be allowed to participate in the soccer program after April 1st without acknowledging that he or she has read and will abide with the policy.

I have also attached a letter that I will be sending out to parents in the next few days.  This letter will accompany the policy and highlight some of the areas where their help and awareness is needed.  This letter is meant to help you enforce the policy and ensure that all parents are aware of it.  Reviewing this policy with the parents/guardians of your players should be part of your pre-season meeting with your teams.

To acknowledge that you have read the material, please cut and paste this statement into an email and return to myschild@verizon.net.

I have read “7 Steps to Protecting Our Children,” and the MYS “Child Protection Policy.”  I will take all reasonable steps to adhere to this policy.
	Your name

Please forward this email to any assistant assigned to your team after you get this email.  (I will be scanning and refreshing my data base for new volunteers, but that will speed things up.) Feel free to contact me if you have any questions.  

Many thanks. 

Sean O’Brien
Child Protection Officer
Melrose Youth Soccer
781.665.2389
