Welcome Back!  I hope you are as excited as I am to get back to soccer and I wish you all a successful, productive and fun season!   The SSC BOD met on Wednesday night to finalize dates for fall season, because the majority of you are returning coaches we have opted to not hold a coaching meeting and conduct everything through key contacts and email.  In this email I will attempt to outline a checklist of “to do’s” and answer questions that you may have about the upcoming season.  It is a bit lengthy, but it will save you an evening trip out for a meeting.  I suggest that you print this out and read through everything carefully to capture all the important dates, contacts, and information.  I do ask that each of you send a confirmation back to me that you received this email so that I can be assured that it reached you.  Thank you for your volunteerism and efforts!!
1. Coach Education/Player Development
The SSC follows US Youth Soccer guidance and has spent significant funds over the last three years to develop a model that aligns with their concepts and professional guidance.  Although we do not have a standard curriculum for the travel age groups, as we do with the youth programs, we empower our travel coaches to embody this vision and develop players in accordance to these guidelines to the best of their ability.  Please review the attached USYS Player Development manual to become more familiar with the guidance and review the SoccerPlus Competency Matrix attached to ensure that your practices are focused on mastering concepts that should have been mastered already and those that should be introduced for your specific age group.   Teams and player levels vary, so final curriculum determination should be conducted by coaches, but I urge you not to focus practices and team goals/expectations on concepts that should be introduced in later years.  Exp. Group Attacking (multi player passing) at the U10 level.  Players are able to master these types of tactics at young ages with repetition and focus, and yes it may generate more team wins, but the long-term individual player development will suffer.  

2. Equal Play
The following except is from out by-laws, please follow these accordingly and forward any questions to me at president@spencersoccerclub.org.  You may also want to share this with your team parents if you feel that it will assist in supporting your decisions on playing time.
Section 200.15 – PLAYING TIME
U10 (Division 1, 2, 3) and U12 and up Division 3 Travel Teams: The club considers these grouping to be recreational in nature and encourages playing time to be based on commitment and attendance.  Playing time, expectations, and team policies shall be set by the coaching staff for fall and spring league play.
U12, U14, 16 &18 (Div 1 and 2) Travel Teams:  The club considers these grouping to be competitive in nature.  Playing time, expectations and team policies shall be set by the coaching staff for fall and spring league play.  Equal playing time is not guaranteed.  Players chosen to play for competitive teams have the option to opt out  and play for a recreational team if one exists in that gender and age group.  Requests to opt out of competitive play must be made in writing (email acceptable) to the Vice President of Player and Coach Development or the President.  The Coach, if assigned at the time the request is made, shall be copied in the notification.
Commitment and Attendance Exceptions:  The club has adopted MYSA Player Priority Guidelines, from their By-Laws (Section 342. Priority Guide for Multiple Rostered Players), for players with commitments to higher level of play.  Junior High School and High School teams will be viewed as a Division 1 premier team.  Players following the MYSA guidelines should not be penalized for missing practices, games or tournaments.
If a Player or Parent is concerned that Section 201.15 is not being upheld they should seek the following options to address the situation: 
1. Talking to the Coach of this concern
2. Contact the Vice President of Player and Coach Development
3. Bring to the SSC Board








3. Teams/Coaches/Placement
We have done our best to place teams in the division that we feel are appropriate based on previous year’s standings, available players, and inquiry.  Only head coaches are receiving this email so please make your first order of business to reach out by phone to your assistant coaches and welcome them to your team if you haven’t already.  Head coaches were placed based on the SSC BOD assessment and Assistant coaches were determined based on individuals that volunteered for your age groupings.  If you do not have an assistant coach and there is a parent you have in mind please contact Craig Manfield, Senior VP at adminvp@spencersoccerclub.org to add a coach to your team. There are specific procedures that must be conducted by our administrative team to add a new coach.  Parents that have not gone through this process should not be on the field of play with Club Players.  If there is a conflict with an assistant coach assigned to your team please contact me ASAP so we can come up with a plan of action.  

To view your assistant coaches, access your group email, and review your team roster:
1. www.sportsmanager.us/spenceryouthsoccer.htm or www.spencersoccerclub.org
2. Select “Login”
3. Select Coach/Director Login
4. Enter Email Address
5. Enter Password – Default “password”
6. Select Team if Coaching Multiple Teams


4. Practices
The travel season begins the week of August 12th, 2013.  Practices days and times are pre-set during registration to allow families to plan appropriately for the upcoming season.  The days of the week are preset, but the time and duration is determined by each coaching staff.   Here are your time slots:

· U10 Boys: Tuesday and Thursday Evenings – 4H Field Complex – Anytime between 4:30-7:00pm
· U10 Girls: Monday and Wednesday Evenings – 4H Field Complex – Anytime between 4:30-7:00pm
· U12 Boys: Monday and Wednesday Evenings – Spencer Abby Fields – Anytime between 4:30-7:00pm
· U12 Girls: Tuesday and Thursday Evenings – Spencer Abby Fields – Anytime between 4:30-7:00pm

I will be sending an email off today to notify the members of the season start dates and other important information.  Please reach out to your teams as well to let them know of their schedule, dates, and other information as you deem appropriate.  Although we would be like for all players to make August practices please be mindful that family summer vacations may impact you and your player’s ability to make practices. If you are unable to make a practice please contact either Craig or me so that we can try to group your players with another team for the missed practice.  This is the first course of action; we always try to not have players miss a practice date if another coach is available and willing to take on the extra players for that evening.  Practices should only be canceled by Rob Hoekstra, VP of Fields, Equipment, and Maintenance or after Craig and I have tried all options.  Please review the Game Cancelation procedures attached for additional information on procedures and how games are rescheduled.  

5. Pre-Season Scheduled Scrimmage
To help the travel teams get ready for the upcoming season the Club is setting up a scheduled scrimmage for your U10 or U12 team on Saturday August 24th, 2013.   We are working to finalize who each team will play (working with Rutland as we speak) and at what time each team will play.  These games should be viewed as part of your practice/game schedule and we are asking that players/coaches fully participate.  If you have a preferred game time AM/PM for that day please let me know ASAP.  Each team will have one game that last approx. 1 hour.  Games will be held at the Spencer 4H field.  I will have a schedule out to you by the end of next week, all AM/PM requests should be put into me by this Sunday, thanks!  We hope to incorporate this scrimmage/jamboree as an annually event that will occur the Saturday before Labor Day each year. 







6. Games
Your teams first league scheduled game will be as early as Saturday September 7th, 2013.  Games schedules have not been released yet.  Bob Jewell, Director of League Representation (leaguerep@spencersoccerclub.org) will contact each of you through email when schedules are released including instructions on how to access them.  Each coach is required to bring their passcard and two copies of an approved roster to each game (there are no player passcards used in the fall season).  Approved rosters must be signed by the coach and, once approved by MAYS, will be available to download when you sign onto Sportsmanager.  Bob Jewell will distribute coaching passcards prior to your first scheduled game.

Games may be scheduled on Columbus Day Weekend.  We do not make the schedule, the League does.  If you are aware of an event (dance recital, Columbus Day Tournament, etc.) that will make it difficult for you to have enough players to field a team this must be communicated to Bob Jewell ASAP so that he can request that your team does not have a game for that Saturday.  

All issues that occur on the field at games (referee complaints, parent complaints or issues, opposing coach issues) should not be handled on the field.  Please keep calm and record in writing the chain of events that occurred so that the SSC BOD can handle it at the appropriate level.  All written accounts of game issues (or practice issues) should be sent to Craig Manfield, Senior VP.  If a parent has a concern they should also follow this protocol.   

7. Uniforms
Every player will be receiving a new shirt, shorts, and socks this year.  The SSC BOD is working diligently to have these to distribute to each player coach prior to the August 24th Pre-Season Scrimmage.    At any rate, you will have them in hand prior to your first league scheduled game.  I will keep you all posted.  All Coaches will be receiving a new long sleeve SSC orange Nike Poly S/S coaching shirt as well!

8. Equipment
Most of you have a ball bag with equipment from the spring season.  Now is the time to review the contents and make requests for additional balls, pinneys, cones, etc.  If you need additional items for your bag or you do not have a bag please contact Rob Hoekstra, VP of Fields, Equipment, and Maintenance at fieldsvp@spencersoccerclub.org to get this settled before your first practice. 

9. Fall Fundraising
We will be hosting our 3rd Annual Soccer Rocks Halloween event!  We were able to get a Saturday night Oct. 25th, this year and are excited about not having to wake up the next morning with youth soccer games!  More info will come out soon from Paul Hingston, Director of Marketing, Communications, and fundraising (hngstn1@charter.net) but it looks like the club will sell tickets at various locations and all we ask of you is to promote the event to your parents.  


10. Fall Picture Day
We have two options floating around for picture day.  They are not set in stone yet so I will share what we know, but ask that you wait to update parents when we get you a definitive answer.  If the uniforms come in before the August 24th, 2013 scheduled pre-season scrimmage our picture vendor will be on-site that day to take team shots of our teams sporting the new uniforms for our sponsors.  Parents would also have the opportunity to purchase individual photos at this point.  If uniforms do not come in our picture day will be on Saturday September 14th, 2013 and your team’s time will be scheduled around your game time for that day.
I’m sure I’ve forgotten something, so please ask questions if you have them, but please do your best to contact the appropriate individual depending on your question type.  All of the attachments including additional reference documents (Coach Code of conduct, parent code of conduct, rules of the game, etc.) can be located on our website by going to FORMS/DOCS/FILES and selecting “coaching materials”.  Have a great start to your seasons!!  THANK YOU!!
Best regards,
Jay Rio – SSC President
