U8 Guidelines
· Size 3 Soccer Ball (several in coaches equipment for those kids who do not have one).
· Must wear soccer cleats/sneakers (no baseball cleats-has a center spike at the toe).  If a player does not have the appropriate cleats/sneakers, they will not be allowed to play until they are properly equipped.  This will be in my email to the parents that I send out.
· Expect an email/meeting from your child’s coach/coaches looking to explain their expectations for the upcoming season.
· We will have referees for all games.  They will be young officials for the most part.  Please help them when needed.  Even if they make a horrible call.  Please say nothing directly to them.  They have made a commitment to referee these games.  If you have an issue with a referee, I ask that you reach out to me directly.  Please let me redirect them and offer additional support/training.
· All parents must remain on the opposite sidelines of the coaches/players for not only games but also practices.  United Soccer of Auburn has a very strict CORI process. If a child forgets a drink/ball, they will come and get them from you.  
· The teams are being rostered with the intent of having as much parody as possible.  Please remember that this is a two year age group and that there will be some 1st and some 2nd graders on each team.  The sole purpose of the U8 Program is to build off from the support of the U456 program in town but a little bit more like an official soccer game.  So please feel free to celebrate every great trick/goal or even the occasional “swing and a miss” with clapping and/or cheering.
·  Please refrain from points of redirection to the players.  They will be learning new tactics and techniques from their coaches that may not make complete sense to you, but to the coaches and players it makes total sense.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Each team will have 4 field players and a keeper on the field for both teams (5v5).  
· On all goal kick restarts, the defending team will remain at mid-field until the ball is put into motion by the team in possession.  


