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Spring 2013 Travel Coaches Mtg
3/12/13
Season Info:
· The Spring travel season begins on Saturday, April 6th
· Please reach out to the parents on your team by Friday, March 15th with a brief introduction, information on the season & practices.
· Equipment pickup has tentatively been scheduled for this Sunday, 3/17 9:30-11am.  Our Director of Equipment will be confirming the date, time and location shortly via e-mail.
· Most seasons we rotate field locations to minimize the long term wear and tear on our fields.  For our Spring season, the following locations will be used:
Sutton St : U14, U12, U10(practice field)
Back Hecla: U8 game field
Lower McCloskey: U5 thru U8 grids, U10 Game field
· We will be requiring assistance in the weekly field lining activities.  These responsibilities will be delegated to each team on a rotating basis for the field your team plays on each week – no need to panic, this is relatively quick and painless.  Feel free to ask for parent volunteers.  Alex Viana will communicate the schedule and instructions to each travel coach.
· UYSL will be supporting U12 & U14 games with in town referees to support the head referee.  This is change is designed to improve the quality of our games, but is subject to referee availability.
Coaches Info:
· Your team’s schedule can be found at Arbitersports.com.  The arbiter site access will come from arbiter. If you already have credentials from previous seasons then that will remain the same. If you are new, your credentials will be coming from Mary shortly.
· Information on the loading of practices and games onto our website will be coming soon
· Game schedules are very challenging to reschedule, particularly once the season has started.  Please make every effort to keep the scheduled game date/time, but if necessary, reach out to Mary with any scheduling issues prior to the start of the season.
· We will shortly be migrating to the Sportsmanager website, which will ultimately be located at: uxbridgeyouthsoccer.com.  Login for the sportsmanager website is the email account that is recorded for the coach, established with their child's registration. They will need to use the forgot password link to get it emailed to them.
· Become familiar with the rules of the game for your age group. 
· Be sure to over-communicate with your team:
· “Teach the parents to fish” – ensure they are looking at the website regularly for changes to games/practices, etc.
· Share your areas of focus in game recaps/practice preparation notes.  Parents can reinforce your points and help the kids to focus where necessary
· Send reminders – this helps to ensure all of the parents are on your page…..and occasionally, they’ll help to correct you if you make a mistake on the game time/location as well.
· New coaches are eligible to receive the official Uxbridge Youth Soccer hooded sweatshirt.  Reach out to Brian Linnehan if you have not received one.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]UYSL sponsors up to $150 in tournament registration fees.  Lists of upcoming State tournaments can be found at mayouthsoccer.org.
Game Day
· Arrive early and encourage your teams to arrive 30 minutes early for each game for: warm up, check in with the Ref, late arrivals
· Ensure you have the following:
· 2 copies of your signed roster – your referee will keep one and will give a copy to your opponent coach
· Coaches pass cards – all coaches must have this card to be on the sideline
· Player pass cards – for players at the U12 level or higher
· Weather /Cancelations:
· At the travel level, we will be expected to play in inclement weather.  Rain, snow, cold or heat are not reasons for canceling a scheduled game.  There are generally only 2 reasons we would cancel a game:  Lightning or field conditions
· Field Conditions – our Director of Field Maintenance, Alex Viana will update the website if fields will be closed.  He will make every effort to communicate the closing, but be sure to check frequently if conditions are questionable
· 2 Hours or more before the game – the home coach is responsible for canceling a game up to 2 hours in advance for safety or field condition reasons.  In the event of cancelation, be sure to notify the following:
· Players/Parents
· Opposing Coach – coaches contact information can be found at the Mays.com website.  You’ll need the coaches information from Arbiter.com
· Mary Archambault – Mary will communicate with MAYS and notify the referee
· Within 2 hours of game time – the team must arrive ready to play.  Only the referee can cancel the game within 2 hours of the scheduled time.
· Remember the 8 goal rule.  Teams that win by a goal differential of 8 goals or more will be disciplined.  1st offense is a warning, 2nd is a fine to the UYSL, 3rd is a coaching suspension
· Travel soccer is competitive in nature.  One of our coach’s biggest challenges is balancing the desire to give every player equal playing time when fielding a competitive team.
· Be sure to conduct yourself in a way that reflects positively on the UYSL, your family and your team.  Please consider the following:
· Harassing, arguing or shouting at referees, opposing coaches or parents is inappropriate
· Be sure to end the day by entering your game day score on uxbridgeyouthsoccer.com
Season Wrap Up:
· Spring is Mass Youth Soccer’s competitive season.  Top finishers from each division for teams participating at the U12-U16 A or B divisions or higher are eligible for The Massachusetts Tournament of Champions (MTOC) playoffs.
· Coaching assessments are a key tool used by the board to seat players on the appropriate team in future seasons.  I will reach out to coaches to request this document at the end of the season
· End of Season Wrap up – UYSL will sponsor an end of season event of the coaches choosing up to $75 in cost (ie.pizza party, cookout, ice cream, etc.).  Feel free to reach out to your team as the season is wrapping up and schedule as appropriate.  Receipts must be submitted to our Treasurer for reimbursement.
Coaching Resources:
· We plan on offering opportunities for all coaches to further their coaching education.  Opportunities will be coming for new  coaches to receive their F&G coaching licenses at no cost to you.  More info will be forthcoming. New Website under the News/Info tab:
http://www.sportsmanager.us/uxbridgeyouthsoccer.htm
Who to Contact:
President – Lyndon Washington		508.425.4722 		president@uxbridgeyouthsoccer.com 
Vice President – Paul Paulino		508-278-0610 		vicepres@uxbridgeyouthsoccer.com
Treasurer – Ryan Constable		508-380-1602 		treasurer@uxbridgeyouthsoccer.com 
Director of Coaching - Eason, Brian 		508 963-4566 		coaching@uxbridgeyouthsoccer.com 
Director of Equipment – Brian Linnehan	508-341-6689 		equipment@uxbridgeyouthsoccer.com
Registrar – Mary Archambault 		508-498-1892		 Please contact via call or text 
Director Field Maintenance – Alex Viana	 508-234-1886 		fieldmaint@uxbridgeyouthsoccer.com 
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