	George Kinney loved Little League. George loved baseball, but he loved Little League more. He loved the kids and the competition. He loved being at the ball park and selling the 50/50 tickets. He loved what Little League stood for; its principles and its value. He loved the underdog and the kid’s successes. He loved the level of play Little League brought. And he loved being a part of something that he truly believed in. 
	George meant a ton to baseball in Spokane. He served as our District 13 Regional representative for 9 years. His contributions to our community cannot be ignored. Before George came to Spokane, we had to consistently send our kids and our teams to Walla Walla for All-Star tournaments. With George serving as our District Administrator, we were able to keep our kids playing in our community.
	He was a great advocate for Little League and Little League values and principles. He stood firm for what Little League was about and was a huge advocate for it in our Spokane community. As a person with no kids in any of our leagues and as a person who gave freely of his time, George did not have to be involved, he chose to be involved. His absence is going to leave a huge hole in our community and he will be truly missed.
	In the years I was able to get to know George, I learned he had served in our military and was an Umpire in Chief in the Yakima Little League. I also know that he grew up in Richland and played Little League there as a youth. I also know that being a District Administrator was a passion and a goal for George. He was so proud to get the opportunity to represent District 13 and to serve in Little League at its highest level. I think it is fitting that Little League was a part of George’s life up to the very end. It was his passion.
	I am going to miss his schemes and ideas. It seemed that every meeting George was up to something. The most recent times it was oranges and bat bags. These were cannot miss, great ideas for fundraisers. When I was talking to George about oranges, he was telling me how delicious they were. I told him our league would do our best support is idea, but no promises. I asked him if there was a minimum number of boxes he needed to sell. He told me no, but it was not going to matter because he was going to buy 15 boxes himself. I said “George that is a ton of oranges”. He said, “Yeah, your right, but they are so good”. 
	I cannot even remember all of his ideas, but he was always looking for a way to raise money for Little League. I was usually one of the first people he called….after he committed to doing something. That is just who George was. He was always dreaming big.
	I am going to miss his passion for Little League and his enjoyment of baseball. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I am going to miss seeing the big white suburban with District 13 plastered all over the windows rolling up to the ball park. You always knew George is here! 
He was a great advocate for Little League, our kids, our communities and our sport. Enjoy the big ball field in the sky buddy.
