Woburn Boys Under-12  (BU12) Wins Lynn 2008 Memorial Day Tournament





The old adage says “Defense wins championships – offense wins headlines”.   





The Woburn BU12 team had plenty of both at the Memorial Day Tournament in Lynn, MA.





The Woburn defense shut down their oppositions' formidable offenses, limiting them to a mere four goals while the Woburn offense was exploding for a headline meriting total of eighteen goals for the five games played.  Equally impressive to the quantity of goals was the quantity of goal scorers – 11 out of 14 different players scored during the tournament for Woburn.





The first game of the tournament for Woburn against Revere turned out to be a preview of the eventual Championship match.  The Revere team was a talented team well deserving of their first place Division 1A position in the Middlesex League.  





Woburn was on the scoreboard first but Revere's relentless attack enabled them to ultimately prevail in the match by a 3-2 score.  The loss left the Woburn boys feeling that they had let a victory slip away from them – they hoped for a rematch.  





Nobody could have predicted at that time that the loss to Revere in the first game would be the last time that Woburn would be on the wrong side of a score for the rest of  the tournament.  





Unfortunately for their next opponents (Swampscott and Lynn), the Revere loss ignited Woburn.  The Woburn boys erupted for a total of 12 goals in the two games against these teams while holding them scoreless.





These wins propelled Woburn into the semi-finals of the tournament.





Woburn's semi-final match was against a strong team from Haverhill.  True to form, Woburn struck first and it initially appeared another team would quickly succumb to Woburn's 1-2 Defense-Offense punch.  However,  Haverhill had no intention of going home early and fought hard to slow down the relentless Woburn scoring machinery eventually limiting them to  a total of two goals.   Unfortunately for Haverhill,  Woburn's defense did them one better.   Woburn advanced to the championship final by a score of 2-1.





Much to Woburn's delight, Revere had won their semi-final match and would again be playing Woburn - in the championship final.





The pace, skill and intensity at which this game was played reflected how much the players on both teams wanted to earn the right to call themselves the tournament champion.  





Yet again, Woburn scored first.  They then added a second goal to give themselves a 2-0 advantage.    Revere hadn't quit when they were losing to Woburn in the first game and they didn't in this match either.  It was during the final seconds of the first half that Revere was rewarded for all their efforts as they scored to close out the half trailing by a single goal.





The second half of the game was a clinic on team defense put on by both teams.  No team was able to solve the other team's defense to score and the game ended with Woburn victorious 2-1.





“Defense wins championships”.  Woburn BU-12 had the defense – and now it has the championship.














